NGERIAN PEOPLE AND CULTURE (GST TO Class not e i) 
CONCEPTS OF NGERIAN CULTURE AND CIVILISATION 


Int r oduct ion 


It is a triumph of mind over matter, of reason over instinct, and of the distinctly 
human over mankind's animal nat ure. These are what have made possible civilizat ion, 
as well as cult ure, its const ant and necessary companion. At hor ough under st anding 
of what civilizat ion and cult ure ar e requir es knowledge of all t he qualit ies that make 
up human nat ure and a full under st anding of all hist orical development s. Since t his is 
not possible, it is necessary to explain these terms by the use of definitions and 
descr ipt ions. Bot h civilizat ion and cult ure are fairly modern wor ds, having come int o 
prominent use during the Vth century by anthropologist s, hist orians, and lit er ary 
figures. There has been a strong tendency to use them int erchangeably as t hough 


they meant he same t hing, but they are not the same. 


Alt hough modern in their usage, the two words are derived from ancient Lat in. The 
word civilizat ion is based on the Lat in c/v/s, “inhabit ant of a city.” Thus civilizat ion, in 
its most essential meaning, is the ability of people to live t oget her harmoniously in 
cit ies, in social groupings. From this definition it would seem that certain insect s, 
such as ants or bees, are also civilized. They live and work t oget her in social gr oups. 
So do some microorganisms. But there is more to civilization, and that is what 


cult ur e brings t o it . So, civilizat ion is insepar able from cult ur e. 


The word cult ure is derived from the Latin verb co/ere “to till the soil” (its past 
participle is cu/t us, associat ed with cult ivat e). But co/ere also has a wider range of 
meanings. It may, like c/v/s, mean inhabiting a town or village. But most of its 
def init ions suggest a process of starting and promoting growth and development. 
Qhe may cult ivat e a gar den; one may also cult ivat e one's int er est s, mind, and abilit ies. 
In its modern use the word culture refers to all the positive aspects and 
achievement s of humanit y that make mankind different fromthe rest of the animal 
world. Cult ure has gr own out of creat ivit y, a char act erist ic that seems t o be unique 


to human beings. 


Qe of the basic and best - known feat ures of civilizat ion and cult ure is t he presence 
of tools. But more important than their simple existence is that the tools are 
always being impr oved and enlar ged upon, a result of creat ivit y. It t ook t housands of 


years toget fromthe first wheel tothe lat est, most advanced model of aut omobile. 


It is the concept of humans as t oolmakers and impr overs that different iat es them 
from other animals. A monkey may use a stick to knock a banana from a tree, but 
that stick will never, thr ough a monkey's ingenuit y, be modified int o a pruning hook or 
a ladder. Monkeys have never devised a spoken language, written a book, composed a 
melody, built a house, paved a road, or painted a portrait. To say that birds build 
nest s and beaver s t heir dens is to miss t he point . People once lived in caves, but t heir 


ingenuit y, imaginat ion, and cr eat ivit y led t hem t o pr ogr ess beyond caves t o buildings. 


Civilization, then, is the “city” of human beings, at any given stage of development, 
with all of its achievement s: it s arts, t echnology, sciences, religions, and polit ics. The 
word city may seem strange, but it is used advisedly because the emer gence of a 
civilization and its cult ural growth have always originat ed in specific localit ies—in 
specific cities, in fact. To speak in broader terms—of modern Western civilizat ion, 
for instance—is to gloss over the fact that before such a concept was possible 
there were first the civilizations of Jerusalem, ancient Alexandria, At hens, Rome, and 
Const ant inople. These in turn were followed by the civilizations of Horence, Milan, 
Venice, Paris, London, Amst er dam, Vienna, Geneva, Munich, New York City, Philadelphia, 
Bost on, Chicago, San Francisco, Los Angeles, and many more. If there is a Western 


civilizat ion, it is made up of ingredient s from all of t hese original cit y civilizat ions. 


Ngeria is a West- African country bordering the Gulf of Guinea, bet ween Benin and 
Cameroun. The capital of the country used to be in Lagos until subsequent ly 
relocat ed to Abuja in 991 The name ‘Ngeria’ was suggest ed by a British j ournalist 
Flora Shaw in BH after the amalgamation of both Northern and Southern 
pr ot ect or at es. This name ‘Ngeria’ was influenced by the Nger River which dominat ed 


much of t he count ry’s landscape. 


Ngeria became an independent nation in 260 October and subsequently became a 


republic in 963. It currently practices a federal system of government as against 


the initial parliament ary system. The first military coup took place on the 17" of 
January 65 with counter coup six months later - a situation which later 


degener at ed t o a bloody civil war of 967. 


Ngeria is still a primarily rural country, with only 48 percent of its population living 
in cities. Urban areas, however, doubled their share of the populat ion bet ween 970 
and 2006. The country has a long history of urban development, particularly in 
northern and southwestern Ngeria where substantial cities existed centuries 
bef or e colonial rule. The lar gest Nigerian cit ies ar e Lagos, Kano, hit sha, Enugu, Kaduna, 
Ibadan and the FCT, Abuj a. Lagos, one of the world’s largest cities, grew as colonial 
Ngeria’s capital and leading port. Despite its loss of the federal capital in 1991 to 
Abuj a, Lagos remains t he count ry’s economic and cult ur al cent er . Ibadan, f ounded as a 
Pth- century war camp, was the largest pre colonial city in sub- Saharan Africa, 
thanks to massive rural-to-urban migration. Its economy is based largely on 
agricult ure and trade. Kano grew to prominence as the center of a prosperous 
agricult ural district and as a major terminus of trans- Saharan trade. It remains a 
major commercial, transportation, industrial, and administrative center. Ot her 
import ant cit ies include places like Ogbomosho, Oyo, and Ife; the Hausa cit ies of Zaria, 
Kat sina, and Sokot 0; and the newer, colonial- era cities of Jos, Port- Harcourt and 
Calabar. 


RELIGION 


Many religions are followed in Ngeria. Thus, the const it ution guar ant ees religious 
freedom. Ther ef ore Christ ianit y is predominant ly in t he Sout her n part while Islam is 
the core religious pr act ice of t he Nort hern Nger ians. Nat ive religions, in which people 
believe in deit ies, spirit s and ancest ors wor ship, are however spread throughout the 
country. Muslims and Christians may also intertwine their beliefs with more 
unor t hodox indigenous ones. Some of t he common deit ies include: Amadioha, Ar o, Oxike, 
Anyanwu and Ikuku from East ern Nger ia; while Ogun, Osun, Oya, Songo, Obat ala, Egungun 
and Ifa oracle are some tr adit ional gods in t he Yor uba (Sout h- West ern part) part of 
the country. In Kogi state, among the Ebira, Igala, Nupe, Qkuns and Ebira- Koto 
respect ively, t hey wor ship Egbunu, Ishepa, Egu 


The major Christian celebr at ions are Christ mas and East er (which goes with Lent en 
fast) while Muslims observe Ramadan (fasting) and the two Eids. All of these 
celebrations are observed with national public holidays. Northern Muslims do not 
act ively work on their weekly prayer day (Friday), while Christ ian south hold t heir 
holiday on Sunday. 


Adherence to Islam, Christianity, or indigenous African religions is central to how 
Ngerians ident ify themselves. Religious affiliation estimates vary, however, due to 
the lack of census data and the fact that many of Ngeria’s Muslims and Christ ians 
adhere to beliefs and practices associated with indigenous religions. Recent 
estimates suggest that 50 percent are Muslims, 40 percent are Christians, and D 


percent adhere t ot radit ional religions. 


In the late Bth century, Christ ianit y became est ablished in sout her n Ngeria. In the 
Yoruba sout hwest, it was propagated by the Church of England, while in the Igbo 
southeast the Roman Catholic Church dominated. Today, close to half of the 
sout hwestern peoples and far more than half of the southeastern peoples are 
Christians, divided into Roman Catholic, Anglican, Methodist, Lut heran, and Bapt ist 
sect s. Christianity is also widespread in the middle belt, but it is virtually absent in 
the far north except among migrant populations. In recent years, Protest ant 
fundament alism has grown, particularly in the middle belt. Ngeria also has many 
independent African churches, such as Cherubim and Seraphim, which incor por at e 
African cult ural practices such as drumming, dancing, and po/ygyny (mult iple wives) 
int o Christ ianit y. 


NATIONAL PRIDE 


Ngeria is var yingly consider ed t he super power on Africa continent and consequent ly 
the people gener ally proud ones. It has the largest populat ion of Black concent rat ion 
anywhere in the world with the strength of about one hundred and seventy million 
(170,000,000) citizens. It is also considered the largest contributor to the Unit ed 


Nat ions and ECOMOG peace keeping missions in Af rica. 


The nation is endowed with vast quantity and quality of nat ural resources and it is 


the sixth largest oil- producing nat ion in the world as well as properly educat ed and 


indust rially developing societ y. 


Ngeria’s def ense forces, which peaked at 300,000 at the end of the civil war in 970, 
had 78,500 personnel in 2004, which was still large and expensive compared to the 
region’s other countries. Ngeria has participated in peacekeeping oper at ions of the 
Unit ed Nations (UN). It has also provided the majority of soldiers for the joint West 
Af rican peacekeeping f or ce in Liber ia (since 90) and Sier r a Leone from 997 unt il 2000, 
(when a UN peacekeeping force that included many Ngerian troops took over). 


Milit ary ser vice in Ngeria is however volunt ary. 


THE FAMILY: Ext ended families are still the norm and are in fact the backbone of 
social syst em. G andpar ent s, Uncles, Aunties, Sist ers, Brothers etc all work as unit 
through life. Family relationships are guided by hierarchy and seniority. Social 
st anding and recognition is achieved t hr ough ext ended families. Similarly, a family’s 
honour is influenced by the actions of its members. Individuals t urn to the ext ended 
family for financial aids and guidance; and the family in turn is expect ed to provide 
for the welfare of every member. Although the role of the extended family is 
diminishing somewhat in t he ur ban ar eas, t here remains a st rong t r adit ion of mut ual 


caring and r esponsibilit y among member s. 
HERACHY 


Ngeria is a hierarchical societ y. Age and position earn and demand respect. Age is 
believed to confer wisdom, so older people are gr ant ed respect . The oldest person in 
a group is revered and honour ed. In a social sit uation, they are greet ed and ser ved 
first.In return, most senior person has t he r esponsibilit y to make decisions that are 


inthe best interest of the gr oup. 
COMMUNCATION STYLES 


Due t o et hnic make- up of t he count ry, communicat ion st yles vary. In t he sout h- west, 
where the people are from the Yoruba tribe, people's communication employs 
pr over bs, sayings and songs t o enrich t he essence of what they say. This is especially 
true when speaking their native language; though, many of this characteristic has 


been carried in their use of English usage. The Yor uba oft en uses humour to pr event 


bor edom long meet ings or serious discussions. They believe t hat embedding humour s 


in t heir message guar ant ees that what they say is not readily for got t en. 


Ngerians living in the south of the country tend to speak more directly. It is also 
not ed that their tone is slight ly louder than people elsewhere. They may raise t heir 
voice and become emotionally excited when they feel passionately about a topic. 
However, a harsh tone is considered unwelcoming and even host ile. Ngerians pr ef er 
facial expressions that imply empathy and believe that indifferent facial expression 


indicat es ignor ance or det est able feelings. 


Communicat ion commences with informal enquiries of family and personal welfare. 
Such social nicet ies go a long way in soft- landing. Ther ef or e, for eigner s who t ake t he 
time to get to know a Ngerian as a person are consider ed friendly and welcome int o 


Ngerian’s inner circle of family and close friends. 


Communicat ion in Ngeria may also be indirect and rely on non- verbal cues. Par ent s 
somet imes use gest ures when communicat ing with t heir children. People may smile 


to mask t heir true feelings especially when disappoint ed, confused or embar r assed. 
ARTS AND LITERATURE 


Nger ian cult ure reflect s African, Islamic, and Eur opean influences. In nor t her n Nger ia, 
Islam has shaped architecture and calligraphy. As Islam traditionally forbids the 
represent at ion of people and animals, art forms such as ceremonial sculpt ures are 
virt ually absent in the north. In t he sout h, indigenous peoples produced t heir own art 
long before Europeans arrived. Port uguese figures first appeared in Benin bronzes 
dat ing to the 6th century. Since the dawn of the colonial era, West ern influences 


have challenged, t hr eat ened, and in cert ain ways enriched Nger ian cult ur e. 


Ngeria’s modern lit erat ure grows out of a tradition of storytelling and hist or ical 
remembrance that has existed for millennia. Qal literature ranges from the 
proverbs and dilemma tales of the common people to elabor at e st or ies memor ized 
and performed by professional pra/se- singers att ached to royal courts. In states 
where Islam prevailed, significant written literatures evolved. The founder of the 
Sokot o caliphat e, Usuman Dan Fodio, wr ot e nearly DO texts in Arabic in the late Bth 


and early Pth centuries. Hs prose and poetry examined issues such as good 


government and social relat ions from an Islamic mor alist per spect ive. The legacy of 
this Islamic tradition is a widely read modern lit er at ure comprised of religious and 
secular works, including the Hausa- language poetry and stories of Alhaji Abubakar 


Imam. 


Ngeria’s rich and diverse artistic heritage goes back more than 2,000 years. The 
earliest not ewort hy pieces are finely produced t err a- cotta sculpt ures produced by 
the Nok cult ure in the vicinity of the Jos Plat eau bet ween 500 Bc and AD 200. These, 
together with bronze heads from Ife dating from the Bth century and bronze 
plaques, bronze st at ues, and ivory carvings from Benin from the Tth century and 
later, are gener ally considered Ngeria’s most import ant artistic legacy. Many such 
pieces, however, reside in West ern museums, wher e t hey were t aken dur ing t he t ime 
of colonial conquest . The Nger ian government has demanded t he ret urn of loot ed art, 


particularly from Benin, wit h lit t le success. 


Also important to Ngeria’s artistic heritage are wooden masks and fetishes 
(obj ects of worship or ceremony). Some of the finest examples are from cult ures 
such as the |j aw, Ibibio, and Igala from sout heast ern Ngeria. Aut hent ic examples of 
this art command high prices from collectors in the West, accounting for the 
frequent theft of ceremonial obj ects from shrines and museums in Nger ia. Moder n 
artists typically draw on both African and Western influences. Members of the 
Oshogbo School, founded by Uli Beier in the early 60s, have explored Yoruba 
spirit uality in several media. Leading Oshogbo artists include painter and musician 
Taiwo Qaniyi, also known as Twins Seven Seven; paint er and writ er Amos Tut uola; and 
sculpt or s Asir u Oat unde, Adebisi Akanj i, and Susanne Wenger Alar pe. The development 
of modern Ngerian art has also been strongly influenced by st udent s of t he Zaria and 
Nsukka schools, dating respectively from the late 250s and early 970s. The Zaria 
school first explored t he possibilit ies of synt hesizing t hemes and t echniques der ived 
from both tradit ional and modern sour ces. The Nsukka School produces work that is 


known for it s strong social and polit ical cont ent . 


